
Distributive Justice V12 
Plan seminars 

Thursday group (in Norwegian) 
 
 
Those who write papers (week 11, 13 and 16) should preferably make an electronic version 
and e-mail to me not later than the Sunday evening preceding the seminar. I shall then post 
them on our website Monday morning. 
 

Seminar 1- Week 7 
 
Welfare state 
 
European welfare states provide: 
 - Free education including university education. 
 - Health care that is either free or heavily subsidised. 
 
Please discuss these arrangements from the point of view of utilitarianism and welfare 
egalitarianism. 
 
 

Seminar 2 - Week 9 
 
The philosophy of inequality? 
 
To be discussed in groups 
 
Under this title, a commentator in the Norwegian newspaper Klassekampen summarises a talk 
by the sociologist and philosopher Dag Østerberg. 
(I cannot, of course, guarantee that his summary is correct).  
 Some of the points are: 
 

1.  Rawls's ideal state is based on the individual, who has unalienable rights. 
2.  Rawls accepts large economic inequality. 
3.  Up to a point, Rawls bases his theory on the Pareto principle. 
4.  The Pareto principle is best suited to cattle, that do not communicate. 
5.  Rawls makes a mutually disinterested rationality the basis of life-choices. 
6.  It seems as if Rawls imagines that the most well-to-do will share their wealth with the 

rest of society 
7.  The difference principle implies that something should be done for the worst off, not 

that they themselves organise to improve their live. 
8. Give the choice between Rawls's just society and the Scandinavian welfare states, most 

people would prefer the latter 
 



1. To what extent do these points give a fair representation of Rawls's theory?  Please discuss 
in detail, and give reasons.  (You will either have to read Rawls yourself, or assume that Bojer's 
exposition is fair) 
 
2. Do you agree with point 4? 
 
3. Do you agree with point 8?  Why? Why not? 
 
 
 
 

Seminar 3 - week 11  
 
Papers to be written by: Simen and Kristine 
Opponents: Marte, Silje and Jens 
 
The capability approach 
 
Important concepts 
 

1.  What is the difference between capability and functioning? 
2.  Give an example of a functioning and the corresponding capability (not taken  from 

the books) 
3. Explain what is meant by conversion factor (Robeyns) 

 
Which capabilities? 
 
Marta Nussbaum proposes a list of important capabilities. 
 Do you agree with this list?  Would you remove some and introduce others? 
 Can you suggest which policies would promote one or more of them? 
   
Discussion 
   
Can you think of some arguments pro and con the capability approach as an element of 
distributive justice? 
 
 
 
 
 

Seminar 4 - week 13 
 
Paper to be written by: Marte and Mads 
Opponents: Simen and Jens 
 
 Postponed exam 2010 
 



 

Seminar 5 - Week 16 
 
Paper to be written by: Jens 
Opponents: Silje and Kristine 
 
Exam Spring 2011 (Regular) 
 

 
 
 
 
Seminar 6 week 18 
 
Review questions: To be presented and discussed on the spot, preparation for exam. 


